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Editorial. 
The" Weekly" 1vill be sent b'om th'is date till Jan. 1, 
188tJ, for 85 cts. in advance. 
The Swedish exploring steamer Vega reached Yokohama on 
Tuesday, Sept. 2, having made the Northeast passage after a 
voyage of nearly fourteen months. The ~xpedition was under 
the command of Prof. Nordenskjold, who IS confident of the ul-
timate practicability of the route for the purposes of commerce. 
The voyage was one of unusual variety and interest for an Arc-
tic exploration and it developed many interesting ethnolo~ical 
and geographical facts. 
======= 
The -educational affairs of France are in a state of ferment over 
the proposition to exclude the Jesuits and all other religious or-
ders from any hand in the education of youth. The advocates 
of state education claim that the religious teachers turn their 
schools into political agencies to bi,as the minds of yo 11th in a cer-
_ tain 3irection, while the religious orders retort that they teach 
the principles of religion, patriotism, and morality which are im-
mutable, whereas the control of schools by the state is as much 'a 
species of partisan ma~hi~ery as the apPoi.ntme?t of prefects. 
People in this country WIll naturally sympathIze With Jules Ferry 
and the . ad vocates of purely secular . schools, and- there is no 
doubt that in this policy is found the most enduring safe-guard of 
progress, libe~ty, and ,enlightenment. 
The sci~ntific disillusionists are as bad as the historical ones:' 
Now comes a writer in the Popular Scienke Monthly proving that 
the belief in the power of snakes to charm small animals is su-
perstitious ignorance. . 
"Leafby leaf the roses faIl, 
Drop by drop the streams run dry." 
The fact appears to be that what observers have thought the work 
of a charm or terror-spell in the bird,under the gaze of the snake, 
fs but the last act of a well played tragedy. The serpent's fangs 
are thin and retractile . . It could not hold even a small animal 
inclined to resist; so it gives a snap-bite, injecting the , poison 
and waiting in the vicinity for the drus to work. The tremb-
ling limbs or fluttering wings, the incertitude of motion, and 
final dropping into the very jaws of the ophidian are the result 
notof fright or charm, but o(poison. So the basilisk glance is 
all moonshine. Oliver Wendell Holmes wiU have to re-write 
Elsie Venner. 
Much of'the influence of teachers is unconscious on their "part 
and purely imitative on the part of the pupils. The teacher's 
voice, manner, and temper have more effect on th~ character of 
the pupils than set lessons and studied moralizing. There can 
be no genuine good teaching save from a genuine good man or 
woman. The influence of a strong and generous mind is felt 
throughout a school of 500 pupils, or a school system of 50,000 
pupils; whereas a weak administration invites every species of 
mischief and disorder. Immorality is the loosening of mental' 
fiber, the relaxation of bands that should be tough and tense. 
The trembling hand is the result of unstrung nerves, and the 
vacillating character the result of feeble faculties; and all manner 
of vice, like weeds, grows upunder such supervision. A lie is the 
refuge of a weak mind, and sneaking expediency characterizes 
its policy. It is a sad fact that under the influence of silly chi-
canery there is much time-serving, lick-spittle insincerity, and 
servility in the management of our schools. It is only a strong 
hand that can be kind and genelOus. A bashful man trying to 
be at his ease is guilty of a blundering boldness bordering on ef-
frontery, and one who is a trimmer to th'Jse above him must nec-
essarily be a petty tyrant to those over .whom he has power. 
"Too much attention is given to the education of the intellect 
and not enough to the education of the affections and the wili," 
says some solemn moralizer in a dull contemporary. And the ' 
statement is widely copied as a just criticism of. the public schools. 
Now what affection needs educating in the young? Love of 
parents? Let the parents teach it by their own character and 
precepts. Love of country? They drink that in unconsciously 
from their reading books and histories. . When the war broke 
out did not the youth of the country show that they had done 
so? Love of religion? Which stripe of religion? Love of 
their teachers? With worthy teachers there is no trouble about 
that. Love of the opposite sex? Indeed there would seem to 
be little need of cultivating that affection; its ripening under 
any circumstances is anything but tardy. 
Now as for the will, repressive rather than encouraging measures 
would seem to be the true policy. Then where appears any lack 
in our educ:ltional system in dealing with the affections and the 
will? What is the meaning of cultivating the heart? It means. 
just nothing. The sensibility is as much a part or'the mind as 
the intellect is. Th~e is no geographical or physiological sepa-
ration. All talk of contrasts and differences between head and 
heart is nonsense or at best a figure of speech. But, then, as the 
Pope said to Father Torn in Samuel Ferguson's ingenious whop-
per, "Figures of speech, your rev'rence, figures of speech are the 
pillars of the Church," Figures of speech thr~w Europe into 
darkness and kept it there for a thousand years. They blinded 
the medireval school men and kept them at log~erheads for years 
a~d years. Let us plant ourselves on facts, hard·pan, and liot 
let figures of rhetoric befuddle' our modern schools. 
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INTELLECT AND MORALITY. 
~~CULTIVATING the intellect to the neglect of the moral 
nature," "the triple nature of man-physical,intellectual, 
moral," "giants intellectually, but dwarfs morally," are expres-
sions that have been accepted as truisms, but which, examined 
critically, are as meaningless as t)te cabalistic formulas of mysti-
cism or the subtile distinctions of the scholastics. From the stand-
poi~t of physiology, upon which eventually psychology will be 
founded, intelligence and morality are closely allied, if not iden-
tical, and moral obliquity is but another form of emotional in-
sensibility and mental obtuseness. 
It is universally acknowledged that the intellect and reason de-
pend upon 'the condition and healthy action of the matter of 
the brain, but, through a medireval tradition, the -moral nature is 
assumeq to be independent of physical conditions. Now the fact 
is that the moral feeling is more directly dependent upon healthy 
brain action than are the intellectual faculties, for, upon the ap-
p~oach of mental disease, as it advances gradually, the conscience 
begins to fail long before the reason becomes obscured. Every 
function of the mind depends upon a sound state of the mechan-
ism of the brain. , 
'The Fortnightly Review relates the following instance: 
"Some years ago a miner was sent to the Ayrshire Dis't Asylum, 
who four years before liad been struck to the grounel insensible 
by amass of falling coal, which fractured his skull. Afterregaining 
consciousness his wife noticed a steadily increasing change for 
the worse in his 'chara,cter and habits; whereas he had formerly 
been cheerful, sociable, and good· natured, always kind and af-
fectionate to her and his children, he now became irritable, 
moody, surly, sus?icious, shunning the -company of his fellow-
workmen, and impatient with her and the children. , This bad 
state increased until he was sent to the asylum as a dangerous lu-
natic. At the place where his skull had been fract.ured there 
was a well-marked depression of bone, which was eventually re-
moved by the trephine. From that time an improvement took 
place; his cheerfulness, his affection for his wife 'and children-
in short, his old self, coming gradually back, until he was dIS-
charged from the asylum recovered. No plainer example could 
be wished of the direct connection between physical injury and 
the supreme nerve centers of the brain. Disease, a fever for in-
stanc~, will derange the moral character as plainly as a blow on 
the head; and indeed almost every sort of mental derangement 
commences with a moral alienation. ' This alienation of char-
acter continues throughout the course of th!> disease, a'nd it is 
frequently,round to last fo~ a while after all disorder <;>f the in-
tellIgence IS gone. T.hus It appears that when the mmd under-
goeS decadence, the moral feeling is the first to suffer; the highest 
acquisition of mental evolution, it is the first to witness to men-
tal degeneracy." 
What conclusion is to be drawn from the above but that mor-
ality is the fruit of tlie highest intelligehce, the key-stone of the 
mental arch? Intelligence and morality are then not to be con-
trasted but regarded as connecting links of a chain, companion 
cords of the same instrument, which need only to be struck in 
unison to fill the world with harmony. 
But . a distinction should be made between intelligence and 
cunning; We may be asked, How about defaulting <;aShiers, 
embezzling a:ccountants, and treacherous shepherds of suscepti-
ble flocks? In answer we would say that many circumstances 
may . lead to mental disease. The copstitudcin, both . physical 
and mental, may be undermined by over-indulgence in any of' 
several different kinds of stimulants-alcohol, religion, or the 
passion of money·getting. When a man loses his mind from 
over·work, if his disease takes l!,. violent turn, the work, not the 
origipal genius of the man, is held accountable; but if it takes an 
immoral or thievish turn, the cry is raised by a . certain class of 
religionists, "Behold the evil effects of high education without 
religious restraint and moral training!" As if as much immor-
ality did not arise from perverted religion as from misdirected 
intelligence! 
Plato says that the ability to study is a high form of morality; 
and we have seen from the above citation that the cultivation 0'£ . 
moral character is inseparable from, and the result of, the culti-
vation and health of the mind. From much of the moralizing 
of the religious press, it might seem thilt between the intellectual 
and moral nature there is a wall, like that which separated Pyra-
mus from his Thisbe, or that they are antagonistic forces, the 
. strengthening of the one of which necessarily implies the 'weak-
ening of the other. 
Ignorance fills prisons and poor-houses; while intelligence 
opens new fields of pleasant and productive labor. Counterfieit-
ing is cited as an example of the danger of intelligence; as if 
mere manual dexterity were any sign of a cultivated mind. Pen'- . 
itentiary convicts are either half-educated or illiterate, The oily 
tongue of the confidence man, or the preposses<;ing exterior of 
the gambler, is no sign of education, though it often passes for 
such. It is one thing to be a gentleman and a scholar, anq quite · 
another to be an "honorable bilk." . 
It is true there are certain courses which a fine· mind may pur-
sue, such as spirituous or spiritual over-indulgence, or the frenzy 
of speculation, that inevitably lead to moral ruin; but the hab-
its, not the intellect, should be blamed for this. When a man is 
crushed in a railway accident, his environment, not his intelli-
gence, is the cause of the disaster, and, as getting on the train is 
the original occasion of his misfortune, so the first step in risk ·or 
indulgence, and not the general make-up of his character, or the 
quality of his intellect is the cause of· .his ultimate fall. 
REVIEWS. 
McGuffey's Edutic Readers. Revised Edition. Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co., 
Cincinnati and New YOlk. 
In this series of readers the fancy of the fountain .of perpetu-
al youth is more nearly realized than in any other feature of 
American life. They are old and yet always new. They are 
the books in which most of the present generation learped ta 
read, and yet are as fresh to the children of to-day as they were to 
the youth of "forty years ago." In them the youth are delight-
ed, and the middle ,aged made young again. 
The present edition is profusely illustrated with attractive cuts. 
Several artists are represented, This gives variety and interest 
to the engravings; no one artist, as in some series of ·schopl. 
books, monopolizing the field and filiing the plates with monoto-
nous faces of 'children which might as well, for . any originality 
or truth to nature they possess, be taken from the fashion plates· 
of a magazine. . 
The timeliness and freshness of the matter, some of it taken 
from recent publications, proclaim the genuineness of the., re-
vision and the taste and thoroughness of the work. Still, look-
ing over the entire contents of the .higher books, it is safe to say 
that, excluding the old English Reader,no other series has a com:' 
pleter line of classic selection, of gems of English literature -
whose luster is undyins, of pieces in which the occasional and 
the ephemeral are carefully eschewed. 
A guest at a hotel puzzling over the bill o'f fare, exclaill!.ed at 
last, "I believe in first principles; give me roast beef!" Sa in ' 
the First Reader it is refreshing and commemorative of old times 
to find the alphabet in type and . script. Th~ lessons prbgress in 
, 
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short words and short sentences, gradually extended and striking-
-ly illustrated. However, the advantage of diacritical marks at 
this stage may be fairl y questioned. A novel and admirable , 
feature is the introduction of script' lessons for slate work. These 
ar.e sufficiently numerous and well-graded. These exercises are 
continued through the Second Reader. 
The Third Reader contains a chapter I)n emphasis and one on 
punctuation. The Fourth Reader contains chapters on punctu-
ation, articulation, and inflection, illustrated with copious exer-
~ises . The Fifth Reader has a concise, but thorough treatise on 
elocutionary drill with appropriate exercises.' 
Many series of readers have appeared si,nce the first publication 
Of, McGuffey'S, but the McGuffey's still more ,than hold their 
Qwn in the affection and patronage of the public. The grading 
of the , McGuffey's has never been surpassed, nor has the inter-
esting character of the matter. There is hardly any other series 
that has not some hobby in view, besides making of children 
easy, natural readers. In singleness of purpose, in the adapta-
tion of means to ends, in catching and holding the attention of 
children, in fiiling the bill of "reading made easy, "- McGuffey's 
Readersstand unrivalled and alone. 
A. Cffllur,y of American Ljteratu~e. IF6-1876: Edited by Henry A, 
Beers, Assistant Professor of Enghsh Literature lU Yale College. New 
York : Benry Holt & Co., 1878. 
This volume forms No. 100 of the "Leisure Hour Series." Its 
aim is to give a series of selections from some forty or fifty au-
thors no longer living, illustrative of the growth of American 
literature from 1776 to 1876. The authors selected are represen-
tative of polite literature in the narrow sense; history, biogra-, 
phy, travel, and oratory, are exclude? Occasionally a short bi-
ographical sketch of an author and hiS works precedes the selec-
tion from his writings. An Introduction of twenty· four pages 
gives a readable sketch o~ the litera.ture of ~he 'Colonial peri~d. 
All lovers of American literature will provide themselves With 
the book. It contains a total of 407 pages. Price $1. 
A SIIort History of France f"r Young People: By Miss E. S. Kirkland. 
Chicago: Jansen, McClurg & Co. 1879. Pnce $1.5°. 
.. There can be no hesitancy in commending this work to all 
young people, or to anyone who wishes to find a brief and read-
~ble history of that most interesting people, who have, for a 
-thousand years, held a prominent place among the nations of the 
earth. The style of the writer is plain and simple, occasionally 
even elegant. The straightforward, sensible, and clear-headed 
way in which she has told the whole story, giving the facts and 
stating the issues of the several epo~hs, is the chief charm of the 
book. Those who have read her "Six Little Cooks" and "Dora's 
Housekeeping" will find here the same clearness of expression 
and the same directness of statement which characterize her 
former writings. The book is 'entertaining to adults as well as 
to "young people." It has been written carefully and corrected 
more carefully. It is excellent for its omissions, and admirable , 
fot its attractive way of stating principles and ideas, as well as 
facts. 
S4me6ody's ,Ned. By Mrs. A. M. Freeman. Chicago : S. C Griggs & Co. 
price $1.00. 
. '}:his book contains a story evidently written to convey a mor- ' 
'allesson, and 'yet, while this is brought prominently before the 
read!:r, it.Js not a tiresome' book, but is absorbingly interesting 
from first 'to last. . 
",. 'Dhe plot is very well ,drawn, but the author fails to carry it, 
out successfully. ' The murder of old Solomon is too easily 
thrown upon Danton, and the clerk Dudley has ,too great liberty 
allowed him, to be quite consistent. ' 
There are some other slight deft!cts in the carying out of the 
plan, but taken as a whole it is an exceedingly well written book. 
The author is so earnest in her effort to call attention to certain 
abuses of society, that she becomes almost an apologist for crime, 
and we are reminded that "Virtue itself turns vice, being mis-
applied." With this fault left out, it would be a good book to 
place in the Sunday school or youth' s libraries, for while it 
teaches good lessons, it does not preach to the reader. It rather 
suggests good thoughts than utters them. It develops the idea 
that the "iniquity of the fathers is visited upon the children'." 
It discusses the failure of state prisons, and proposes plans for 
carrying them on. so that the criminal shall be less a criminal 
when discharged after serving his time than when he went· to 
prison. It advocates temperance, and condemns the Deacon 
Shaws who make long prayers, and derive their incomes from 
liquor making or Selling, though it does not pass directly through 
the Deacon's hands. 
It pleads the necessity of helping those who would help them-
selves. The author would prove that the state should educate as well 
as punish its culprits, and society inculcate right principles and 
develop a desire for knowledge in the masses, so that in a happier 
future churches, school·houses, and public edifices shall take the 
'place of saloons, that men shall be capable of ruling themselves 
and the nation, and no longer be content to grovel in the depths 
of misery and. degradation of every description. ' 
The book is handsomely bound, the ' language is good, the 
style easy and flowing, and it wil~ repay the reader the time spent 
in its perusal; it suggests thoughts, and aspirations, not unworthy 
the attention of teacher, scholar, or statesman. 
Tlu E,nglish Languag~. .By Harris R. Green, A. M., Principal of Oread 
Institute, and late Pnnclpal of tbe High School, Wo cester, Mass. Boston : 
Houghton, O.good & Co. 1879. . 
This is an extensive book of 347 pp. 8 vo., and is intended 
for use as a ted-book by pupils who already are informed in the 
etymology of English Grammar. The discussions are pointed 
and interesting, even when the reader is unabl~ to endorse the 
conclusions reached. It is the author's belief that as "the hu-
man mind is everywhere and in all eyes the same, the methods 
of thinking are of necessity precisely the same. Hence, when 
we have learned the elements of thought in one language, we 
have learned the same for all languages." This position is the 
excuse for writing an exhaustive treatise of the subject in hand. 
The author he ce believes that the "work, binding together . as 
it does the syntax of all languages on the common basis of ur.i-
versal.~eneric forms of l xpression, will be found to supply a want 
which thoughtful educators have long felt in the study of lan-
guages. " 
The position taken with regard to certain participial forms .of 
expression will be endorsed but slowly by students of our ver-
nacular. The assumption that the possessive pronoun before II 
participle in such an expressio~ as "I heard of his going," is the , 
exception, and that it is equivalent to the objective form, as "I 
heard' of him going" will at least not command immediate and 
universal belief. The disuse of the possessive form of the noun 
in siIp.~lar .constructions and the numerous quotations introducing 
the objective form even though the latter be stilted and awkward 
sufficiently indicate the fixedness of the author's views in th~ 
regard. .The ,treatment of the relative clause is much more sat-
isfactory. 
To the student of language the author's, discussions of tbis 
r ,,' 
, 
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tOPIC are well worth the price of the book, It is a matter of 
great regret, however, that no index has been provided for the 
use of the inquisitive' student. The fullest Table of Contents 
cannot atone for this inexcusable oversight, We hold that 
no copyright should be issued' upon a new book designed for the 
use of students unless it is furnished with an exhaustive and re-
Ijable inaex.· 
Ltgouvt'S ntading as a Fint Art. Boston: Roberts Bros. For sale by 
Jansen, McClurg & Co" 117 and 119 Slate .treet, Chicago. Price, $1.50, 
This charming little book, translated from the French by 
Abby Laugdon Alger, merits the per\lsal of every teacher or 
student of elocution , While the conclusions reached by the 
author are the sa me as those already formulated by many cisat-
lantic writers, it is nevertheless .true that his . occasionally 
apothegmatic style will tend to fix attention ar.d secure a belief in 
statements which might otherwise pass unnoticed. Indeed, the 
sentences have an agreeable ring, even if we doubt the validity of 
the thought. "Nothing is good which may not safely be copied." 
"The artist who tires himself is no genius." "In every act of 
life, spend no more than the exact amount of energy required!' 
"Pronounce distinctly enough to be understood, but not so much 
so as to be remarked." "The rules of reading are not those 
of conversation." " I have heard any number of preachers and 
never but one who spoke thoroughly well." "Nothing so com-
mands silence as a low voice." 
'It is a matter of regret that, in its English dress, the work is 
allowed to present some too evident blemishes. The confound-
, in~r of ·the comma with a rhetorical pause (p. 48), the careless 
use of neither (p. 56), the misuse of the word foot, and comma, 
again (p. 68), and the misposition of "not only," p. 96, are in-
stances in point. 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE INS1"ITUTE.* 
·WHAT preparation does the teacher bring to the work of teaching? How 
does that preparation compare with the preparation of other workmen 
for their duties? Before a farmer allows his son to do any responsible work 
what care does he not take that no mistakes be made? Who has not heard 
the careful suggestions, specific directions, and prohibitions which are gi~en 
under such circumstances? He is told in driving, what line to pull, in build-
ing a load of hay, how to bind his comers, how to use the fork in pitching it, 
etc., etc. And these careful specific directions and actual illustrations arc 
gi ",en and n~cessary in connection with the doing of the work. This is the 
way' young farmers learn their busiliess. Aud so the blacksmith. Tile black-
smith's apprentice or assistanti. not set at making a horseshoe or temperin& a 
'6teel tool the lirst day. In no manufacturing business is valuable material 
put in a workman's hand until there is a fair presumption, derived from pre-
vious experience, that it will not be spoiled. In all these occupations begin-
ners are at first lookers_on and assistants. They do ' rough, easy work first. 
Then when some skill has been attained and some .probability of success has 
been assured, more critical work is undertaken under the eye and direct su-
, pervision of the master. Such is the way, fellow teachers in which 
workingmen and mecbanics learn the duties of their station. Need if be 
said tbat in all paIts of the country mucb greater care is taken that tbis new 
material work on comparatively valueless and passive matter be competently 
'done than the infinitely more important work that is assigned to the school-
room? 
'Fhi~ will be more clearly seen if we . consider for a moment som~ fign'res. 
The school population of this country is now substantially 15,000,000. Esti-
mating.4Dpupils to a tei cher, these children would require 375,000 teachers. 
The average term of service, in this country is commonly put at 3 years. Hence 
there should be provided 125,000 new tenchers each year. Now what is done 
for the purpose of securing this supply of teachers? From the latest acces-
iible figures it ~ deduced that there are about 150 normal schools or depart-
men~ of s?m!= or all kinds, with 34,000 pupils. Putti!1g the average length . 
·From aD adcliea. before the BolUer County, Iowa, Normai blltitute by PrlDcipal JameS 
'lilquwI, Kinale-School, Chic:-&o. • ' 
of tbe normal school course at 2 years, which is shorter than the. best, and 
scarcely longer tban any of the courses, it may be asserted that the want-
125.000 new teachers per annum-;.s supplied by 17,000 persons who have 
given sonu consideration to the art of teaching. But you will say this de- , 
mand for 125,000 new teachers per annum is based on the false hypothesis 
that all pupils of school age are in school; and you will ask, is not 17,000 
teachers per annum a pretty liberal allowance' for ' those who are actually in 
school? Let us see. The number of pupils· of all grades in attendance at 
all classes of schools 'in this country, public and private, is substantially 4,500,-
000. On the basis of 40 pupils to a teacher, this number of pupils requires 
112,500 teachers. And on the supposition, as before, that the teachers aver-
age term of service is 3 years, these 4,500,000 pupils that are actually in school 
require 37,500 new teachers per annum, of which the "teacher factories" are 
assumed to contribute 17,000. Hence the conclusion, that every year 20,000 
boys and girls totally unprepared-utterly inexpreienced apprentices, are 
turned loose to txptrimmt upon the minds and bodies of this land. This is. 
tbought to be the most favorable view of the case possible. The actual facts 
arc. worse. Under the unfortunate management to which the schools are 
subject, one teacher is cmployed for every 14 pupils-wherefore the number 
of untrained teachers per annum is substantially tripled. 
Moreover it is not safe to assume that the teachers who have been pupils of 
normal schools or even graduates thereof have mastered tbeir art. Too. 
many of tbese schools are normal merely in name, and devote their attention 
mainly to what is commonly called academic work. A study of a table of, 
statistics published by the Commissioner of Education in 1872, and based in 
part on the last census returns, and embracing 103 normal schools, showed 8 
·totalof 12,600 pupils . There were, up to that date, less than 16,000 gradu-
ates from all these schools, and or" these, less than 2,000 were males. Far-
ther, as showing the material with which these tichools work, of the 16,000 
graduates. but i,027 had achieved an academic or other degree bcfore begin-
ning the normal course; and of these 1,017, 900 we~e from one institution to 
wit: the Massachusetts State Normal School at Westfield. While later sta- . 
tistics show a large increase in the number of normal schools and their pupil. 
it is too much to hope that there has b~en ~ny great change in the characte; 
of the material that is operated upon. It is assumed to be a fact, therefore:, 
that graduates of the normal school in general have no more general knowl-
edge than pupils of other scbools of the same grade, but · rather less, since 
time and attention given to methods are taken from the tiine and attention 
ordinarily given to general knowledge. It is not to be assumed however, 
tbat tbere is any present intention to find fault with these schools-their sys-
tem, their material, or their results. It is fashionable to condemn and ridi-
cule the normal schools in certain quarters on the absurd and superficial no-
tion that "teachers are born, not made." Teachers are born verY much as 
other workmen are born. The expectation that any gift of nature will ex- ,.. 
e,,!,pt an untrained person ffom blunders when first 'placed in charge of Ii' 
school is as futile as would be the expectation, that the averal(e number of 
people could shoe a hor.e, 'or build a ship, or 'feed a tbraShing machine • . 
You might do it, and do it well, after a wbile; but there would be mistaJces 
and blunders; there would be waste and accident. Ladies and gentlemen, 
friends, waste and accident, blunders and mistakes on the part of a teacher 
are grievous things! Who among. us bas not bad occasion to know and la-
ment this? It is not, therefo~e, for the purpose of censuring normal scbool 
work, or sneering at ·it that this topic is introduced. It is that we may intel-
ligently and honestly see the truth. 
What then is this educational truth? This. That there are nearly fifteen 
millions of persons of school age. That vast exertions of various kinds are 
being made to educate tbem. That the almost unanimous testimony of all 
writers a~d thinkers is to the effect that the happines~ of our people-their 
material and spiritual prosperity-the j>!:rpetuity of our institutions, and the 
very existence of our country as an independent nation, all depend upOn the 
success of these exertions. 
So prevalent have been this spirit and feeling among all classes of people, 
that in most of the states it has come to be regarded as one of the . runctiol!S 
of the government to provide for the education of the children. Indeed, 
there is no government now existing on the face of the earth, possessing a 
reasonable degree of civilization, which does not recognize the duty of edu •. 
cating its children in some way and by means of some agency. Our own . 
nati\lDal government has from the very beginning made acknowfdgment of-
this principle and has made persistent, and continuous, and generous provi-
sion fo~ puttin& it in practice. Before the adoppon of the Constitution, that 
is to say in 1786,.wh~n th\l then gnvernment of the Confederation, made itS 
, . 
... 
'" T~e ·.Ed:uc.ationaI' W e~kly. 
first importa~t transfer of public lands to the Ohio Company. one section of 
iaju,l was donated from each town~hip for the support of schools. and two en-
t ttre-\ownships for the support of a ·university. And- this became the settled 
- policy of the national government. Without. therefore; consuming further 
time in this direction. it may be assumed as historically and actually true that 
-our national government deems the education of the children of the country 
so essential a matter, that it has earnestly sought through all the vicissitudes 
of its history to fnd uce the several states to see to it that their children do not 
'grow up in ignorance. And further it may be stated in general. that. very 
largely as a result of the influence of the national policy in the matter. those 
-states of the union most characterized by intelligence. statesmanship. and 
patriotism. have unterdaken the education of all their children_ To th,s end 
the entire territory of the state is divided into school districts. and every child 
either actually or legally belongs to some district. and is entitled to a seat in 
some school. The state has expressly undertaken. therefore. in general 
terms, the education of its children. The state has read hi;tory! In the 
whole-eternity of the past she has learned that no state has ever' abdicated this 
functioll and lived! 
This. then, ladies and gentlemen. is the great problem that should confront 
, the b,est thought of this age: The education of the children of the Republic. 
- by ' the Republic. for the Republic. It is not intended to stir up rancorous 
, diSCUSSIOn about di.puted details. but by calling attention to universal truths 
and their necessary relations and connections; to do something toward pro-
.moting an adequate appreciation of this great problem. It is not that vanity 
may be flattered. or prejudices pampered. or self satisfaction· increased. but 
that a moiety 01 the difficulty and importance of the problem may be appre-
hended, its gravity understood. and possibly some of the imbecility which so 
often characterizes its treatment eliminated. 
This 'great problem is accompanied by and includes a great fact . All the 
states and territories of this union by an innumerable variety of means and 
agencies are seeking a solution. There are few more interesting studies than 
,<. the aspects and contrasts which this fact presents to our view. Compare 
- Massachusetts in action with GeOIgia. Compare Iowa with Tennessee. 
- While ' Massachusetts at the beginning of the Uentennial year was spending 
'$~2 per annum for the education of each of her popUlation of school age. 
Georgia was spending $1.10. While Iowa was spending $6.75 for the edu-
cation of each of her school population. Tennessee was spending $1.60. 
A reasonable under.tanding 'of the problem alluded to requires a glance at 
, ilie agencies resorted to and depended on by the .:ontrolling powers for its so-
, lution. These may be stated in general terms as the graded schools and the 
cOJIntry schools. The graded schools are generally found in cities and towns. 
. Their peculiarity is, on account of the large number of children there found, 
.·a ~ore perfect classification of pupils and a more complete application of the 
principle of the division of labor on the part of teachers. When a teacher is 
-concerned witli only the work of one or two classes or with only one or two 
.topics great expertness is soon acquired. or ought to be. There are several 
departments usually found in a graded system. ' In the larger cities, the work 
of the first four years of 'the child's school life is called pr imary work; that of 
the ne~t four years.' grammar school work;' that of the third four years high 
-school work. and the last four years college work. The country schools are 
not usually so well organized. In fact it was very common some years ago 
to find ihe four grades of age alluded to in one school, and it was no very 
uncommon thing to find , a considerable approximation to the four grades of 
work there too_ 
, From the n~ture 01 the case and circumstances the graded school work is 
~uch more competently done than the country school work. The city schools 
-have reaped nearly all the advantage of the normal school training that has 
be.en given • . Nearly all the effective supervision that is provided by the p'gmy 
. st; tesmanship that so often controls the matter is received by the city schools. 
Mo~eovE;r. as soon as a country . teacher begins to understand hiS busines~ he' 
begins to receive calls from some neighboring town .. While, therefore. there 
are certain advantages in the way of pure atmosphere. both material. mental, 
and moral, and more room for the operation of the individuality of both 
tep.cner and pupil, it still remains an ominous circumstance that the country 
~~ls of this country are lamentably .short of what they would be in the 
'ltands of perfect teachers_ ' 
. Ail important inquiry in this connection is the proportion of our population 
to be found in cities. Indeed this is one of the-most , interesting and sugges- , 
tiv!! aspects from which the statistical work of the 'general government can be 
. 'considered. It is found that the tendency of our popul.ation is very strongly 
toward' cit)'lifll. The relativ~ proportipn of our I'Pl'lllatiPD re~iding in cities 
is constantly increasing_ In 1790 when the first census was taken between 3 
and four per cent of the population resided in cities of 8,000 or upward. In 
1870 when the last census Wal; taken that part of the population so living was 
very nearly 21 per cent. However much some thinkers may deplore this 
tendency when viewed from the standpoint of politics, and in connection with 
"the ways that are dark and the tricks that are vain" so freely attributed to 
city politicians. it must be regarded as a favorable tendency when considered 
from the schoolmaster's standpoint. It indicates w,th all the certainty of 
mathematics, a constantly growing opportunity for better classified. better su-
pervised. and betler taught schools. 
. This tendency toward city life which is thus shown. is not accompanied by 
that decay which Goldsmith deplored when he wrote' 
"Ill fares the land to hastening ills a prey 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay." 
There is no destruction of a "bold peasantry" anywhere in the country ex· 
, cept possibly in the far-off and semi· desert outskirts of Maine where the pop. 
ulation per square mile has decreased. On the contrary, in addition to 21 
per cent of the population which in 1870 was found in cities of 8,000 and 
upward. there were iii the United States 174.036 sq. mtles of territory having 
a population of 90 or upwards per sq. mile. This territory o( course included 
certain cities whose population was less than 8.000. and from an educational 
point of view. may be considered as susceptible of very favorable provision_ 
Further; tliere were found to be 18.302 sq. miles of territory having a popu-
lation of between 45 and 90 per sq. mile. In the cities then. and in these 
two groups of territory the difficulty of maintaining good schools is at the 
minimum. When the population is less dense than in any of these cases, 
the maintenance of good schools IS burdensome, and is only accomplished b7 
rare intelligence and self-sacrifice on the part of all concerned. More than 
. one-third of the population of the country must be placed in this group. In 
it are to be found many of the rural districts in all sections. In it must be 
placed a large ,portion of the population. particularly of the newer states. 
-Supt. W. H. Payne, now Professor of the Science and Art 
of Teaching in Michigan University. has published an outline of 
a course o~ .lectures on . Teaching. in which he takes some ad· 
vanced posItions respectll1g educational methods and theories. 
For instance, he says respecting exclusive oral instruction that it 
is justifiable only when there is 110 proper text-book on the given 
subject, or when pupils are not able to use such a book_ He 
criticises .quite tersely the much·lauded principles of Pestalozzi: 
as stated 111 Sheldon's Elt'mentary Instruction, and it would seem 
that somebody had blundered not a little in laying them down 
as the basis of instruction. Respecting this, Professor 'Payne 
says: "Some of the most generally accepted 'Pestalozzian prin. 
ciples' I think to be wholly at variance with established truths of 
Psychology, and others to be so exaggerated in statement as to be 
virtual untruths." Teachers who regard their vocation as a 
profession should procure this syllabus and carefully study it. 
NEW BOOKS· FOR TEACHERS. 
[Compiled from the Publisbcn' Weekly.] 
.r::;/~~r. ;;;;/"::'::/:';/::.:..-:./,lIIllIil"tl ~ r_..-.. tli-r llu ,riCl I. llu ,filII.,.. 
CHURCH, R. W. [Edmund) Spenser. N_ Y., H .. rj<r, 1879. 4-180 p. 12mo., (EDg. me. 
of letters, ed. br J. Morley.) cl.,/, c. 
Bric:f popula r biography of one 0 England'. ~rst poets (b . 1552, d. 1599), author or the 
FaerIe Quee'fe; chapt.ers on : Spenser's early hfe; The new poet-The Shepherd's calen-
dar ; Spenser in Ireland : The F(llru QUllIU'-the first part ; Second part or the FlU"," . 
Queene-Spcl1ser's last years . . 
KLEMM, L. R., ,d. Pocsie Iur HaUl u. Schule. Coli. or German poems for use In schools 
and families. N . Y., G. P. Put"aM's S(I,", 1819. 11-314 p. sq. i6mo, cl., '1025 . 
LEFFINGWELL, C. W., D D. ReadlDgbook oC Eo"lt •• classlea foryouDiPuplla' se-
lected from standard lit . ot EOi. and Am. N. Y., C. P. PuttUJ",'s &l1U, 1879. 16-':'3 p. 
12mo. c1., '1.50. . 
147 ! electionl, from 93 autbono, luch as boys and iirll Itudying the common Englilh 
branches can comprehend ; designed to provide them with a variety of readini exercl.es 
and a lso make them acquainted with names and works or creat authon. Work printed i~ 
clear, bold trpc, to counteract tendencies to near,sightedneu fo school children. 
McDOUGALL, W. H ., .d. Classical elocutionist: coli. of_gems in poetry and prose .~~:;~d for elocuttonary ex~rci5cs , N. Y., Au¥'. BJ'nd4fUJ, 7r., IB79' 2'256 p. 12mo .. ct.: 
SHAIRPI Prindjal J. C. Robert Burns. N. Y .. H .. r; .... • 879. 3-205 p. 12mo. (Eng. 
men or etters . ed. by J.1d.nrley). Cl 1 1S c. Brief biol",phy, (o~ the gen~ral J>ubbc. o.f the celebrated Scotti.h poet lb. 1799. d. 1706): 
chapters on: youth,lR Ayrshire ; FI~t Winter in Ediabura:: Border and Highland tours . 
~~~~~~~~::~~::S~lDbu~; Life at Elisland ; HigratiOD to Dumfries; Last Yean: Char: 
SA~F<?RD, Sbelton P. New elemeDtary algebra for hlg. schools aod academics PIt·/ ~IP.l'''&(ltt, J879. 12 o . hr. roan, '1.25. • , • 
S~E:'~'bR'r W;lter W. Etymotogicat dictionary oC Ihe EDili'l! I.~ ....... oq aqhla 
o .. c~ ill s. . t. I ; A-por. N· Y .• MtICOIIill .... , 187\1. 176 p • • o, pap~, ""'$'1. ' -
The Educatio~a{ Weelldy. 
A LITERARY PUZZLE. 
Last Oclober the WEEKLY published the following list of questtons, each 
to be answered by the name of a· well known author. Two or three reo 
sponses were sent in, but never pnblished because they were incomplete. 
The following are the questions with their answers. The guessing of them 
will form a pleasant evening entertainment. 
I. What a rough man said to his son when he. wished him to eat properly. 
Chaucer. 
2. Is a lion's house dug in the side of a hill where there is no water. 
Dryden. 
3. Pilgrims and flatterers have knelt low to kiss him. Pope. 
4. Makes and mends for first-class customers. Taylor. 
5. Represents the dwelling of civilized men. Holmes. 
6. Is a kind of linen. Holland. 
7. Is worn on the head . Hood. 
S. A name that means ouch fiery things I can't describe their pains and 
stings. Burns. 
9. Belongs to a monastery. Priestly. (Plior.) . 
10. Not one of the four points of the compass but clinging toward one of 
tbem. Southey. 
II. Is what an oyster heap is like to be. Shelley. 
12. Is a chain of hills containing a dark treasure. Coleridge. 
'3. Always youthful as you see; but between you and me he was n~ver 
much of a chicken. Young. 
14. An American manufacturing town. Howell. 
15. Humpbacked but not deformed.. Campbell. 
16. An internal pain. Akenside. 
17. Value of a word. Wordsworth. 
IS. A ten-footer whose name begins with fifty. Longfellow. 
19. A brighter and smarter than the olher one. Whittier. 
20. A worker in precious metals. Goldsmith. 
21 . A very vital part of the body. Harte. 
22. A lady's garment. Spencer. 
23. A small talk and a heavy weight. Chatterton. 
24. A prefix and a dise ... e. DeQuincy. . 
25. Comes from a pig. Hogg. (Bacon.) 
26. A disagreeable fellow to have on one's foot. Bunyan. . 
27. A sick place of worship. Churchill. 
2S. A mean dog 'tis. Curtis. 
_ 29: An official dreaded by the students of English universities. Proctor. 
30 • His middle name is suggestive of an Indian or Hottentot. Walter 
Savage Landor. 
31. A manufactured metal. St.ele. ' 
32. A game, and a male of the human species. Tennyson. 
33. An answer to u\Yhich is the greater poet, William Shakspeare or Mar· 
tin F. Tupper?" Will· is. 
34. Meat, what are you doing? Browning. 
35. Is very fast indeed. Swift. 
36. A barrier built by an edible. Cor~wall. 
37. To agitate a weapon. Shakspeare. 
3g . Red as an apple, black as night, a h~avenly sight or a perfect fright. 
39. A domestic worker. Cooke. . 
40. A slang exc1am.ation. Dickens. 
41. Pack away closely, never scatter, and doing so you' ll soon get at her. 
Stowe. 
42. A young domestic animal. Lamb. · 
43. One that is more lhan a sandy shore. Beecher. 44: A fraction in currency and the prevailing fashion. Milton. 
'45. Mamma is in perfect health, my child; and thus he named a poet mild. 
Motnerwell. 
46. A girl's name and a male relation. Addison. 
47. Take heavy I;eld piece, nothing.loath. • 
48. 'Put an edible 2l'ain 'twixt an ant and a bee, and a much loved poet you 
will see. Bryant. . .. 
49· A common domestic animal and what it can never do. Cowper. . 
_ 50. Each living head, in time ' tis said, will turn to him though he be dead. 
Grey. 
One correspondent has furnished al~o the following additional questions, to 
be answered mostly by the names of poets: . 
I. A French preposition and an enemy. 
2. Brighter and smaller than other lights. 
3. Wnat are you apt to do when sleepy? 
4. An article for safety. 
5. To look for something. 
Ii. What scholars love to do. 
7. To squeeze' a weight. 
S, A number, propinquity, and a relation. 
9. A laborer. 
10. A s1!iall piece and in acknowledgment. 
. II. fA net and a relation. . 
12. A nick-name of a boy, and something to catch game. 
13. A domestic animal. • 
-1+ Small streams. 
15., The son of hi~ father. 
16. Wilste land. -
17. A pi told to pnt something in the ground. 
IS. A traitor. 
19. What one does when assailed. 
20. Necessary to a farm. 
21. A savage animal. 
22. A narrative. 
23. Necessary to housekeeping. 
24. Before. 
25. An expression of contempt. . 
26. A hole in the ground and something we all have possessed. 
27. A conveyance and a kind of linen thread. ." 
2S. Good to bum. 
29. On land. 
30. What kittens do . and a fastening. 
31. What nobody wants. 
32. Something to put grain in. 
33. A color and a piece of meat. 
34. Whose fault was it that Eve left the garden of Eden? 
35. A double /tender. 
36. What do thirsty travelers say upon suddenly discovering water? 
37. A valuable metal and a consonant. 
LIFT UP YOUR VOICE. 
By PRISM. 
Is IT rank heresy, or high treason, or rash presumption to criticise the se -sions of the Chicago Principals' Association? We feel that the criticism 
we are about to make is just and real. And ere we grow calloused by custom 
and indifferent by the monotony, we hasten to write it. The "Chicago Prin-
cipal's Association" is an imposing name indeed, a name that would be rec-
ognized as authority, its decisions treated with respect anywhere in the United 
States. A stranger looking in through the new glass door would surely see 
an augu. t body; each member of which well stamped with wisdom, thought-
fulness, and responsibility. This last always strikes our irreverent mind as 
. being "immensely funny." Those in charge of the smallest schools appear 
to carry the heaviest weights, and so on inversely to the cha;rman, who looks 
the freest man there; but then his shoulders are so broad. 
The impressed stranger, after looking through the door, softly turns tbe 
knob and enters. Oh, the solemn hush he feels envelops him immediately;. 
but being bold almost to !Iaring he swallows as much of the gravity of the 
situation as he can, trusting to experience to enlarge his capacity, and takes 
a seat. He notices that two·thirds of the number are women, so that he is 
sure of hearing sweel voices. He listens j the chairman reads; a deep -voice 
"moves its adoption;" another "seconds ;" a third moves to amend; the first 
accepts ; the chairman "puts it" to the house; it is "carried." Again a 
statement is read; ~, gentleman objects; another gentleman thinks it foolish 
to object; sti11 another gentleman objects and suggests an improvement in the 
way of an amendment. A lady (at last) speaks to the point; the amendment 
drops, and the motion is carried. Another statement; a gentleman speaks ; 
then a lady (the same lady); then another gentleman speaks; and so it goes 
on. "Wbat are the other ladies doing?" thinks the visitor; they look wise, 
but they say nothing . . "Is it possible there is but one woman here who knows 
enough to say it well?" Ah, my friend, you might by chance henr another 
low sweet voice should you attend often enough, but such an occurrence is 
rare. 
The women do not speak in meeting, they let the men talk; they think, 
and go back to school and work. Work as well, perhaps better, but they are 
muie. N:ot' one of them without an opinion, not one but mentally comments 
on everything uttered, but fear of something keeps them silent. If you have . 
an idea, speak it, or you will be chagrined by hearing someone else get the 
credit of its originality. How are we to learn if not by interchange of senti-
ments? Is it fair to receive and never give? Women you m~y be, but your 
position surely shows that you were strong in something. Your daily ex-
perience cannot be written in your' lives with charcoal to be easily rubbed -, 
out : It must live and abide with you. You must deduce and conclude from 
it. . You must know, when you hear sentiments about school and school-work, 
whether they be good or bad, useful or injurious; why then wait for some 
brain and mouth, over-coat and pants, to speak. Women, you worked as 
hard on "Committees" last year as men, and yet with one exception-may 
the gods bless her-you heard your work criticised, condemned, amended, 
and curtailed without saying a word in defense. What is it keeps you silent ·? 
Is it modesty? then it's a false modesty; diffidence? you should conquer ·it ; 
inability to decide? then you are not fit for your position. Is it because you 
are women? there is no sex in your work. You are neither women nor men. 
you are educators. 'You are molding the coming generation of a nation,; you 
cannot afford to sit dumb and voiceless in assembly and consultation. 
- ,:~.!< . 
JJiduca:tinnal : Weekly.' 
MOVING ON. 
10 tIlt Editors oJ tke Wukly : 
-An Enghsh Academy of letters seems to be on the point of evolution. It 
is a wonder .that the English language has been 'allowed to shift so long with· 
out one ; when the French, the Spanisb, and latterly the German languages 
have derived ouch manifest advantageo from having the care of the foremost 
men of letters in their respective lexicographies. The busy driving Englisb 
and Americans are more men of deeds than men of words; others neglect 
._ their tongue. and it is only it; own mtrinsic simplicity and superiority that 
give it prevalence and preference wherever it comes into competiti~n with 
others. 
But we have now a Fhilological Association that we can hope for much 
from. It is a practical body. quite unlike the bee·in-a·bonnet exploiters who 
used to delve after derivations and evolve little else than ridicule and some· 
thing not much better than contempt. This modern academy comprises some 
of. our ablest literary savans, whose linguistic authority extends as far as tbe 
English language is cultivated. They have taken up the most important ques· 
tion of the age-that of ameliorating the awful chaos of English spelling, 
which js the greatest hindrance conceivable to the acquirement of the written 
language by our own children and by foreigners. 
Guided, perhaps, by the experience of older academies of language, these 
philologists hav'e been sparing of their recommendations. An entering·wedge 
sliould be thm. They advise that writers should use a few of the more useful 
. corrections of orthography_ Such as using tho for though and omitting the 
final e in hav and ar and !iv. People once accustomed to this will want more 
. of such useful change. It will be a beginning, and it is high time that a be-
ginnjng should be made_ . Thi~ idea ~f beginning somewhere, pra~ticably and 
acceptably to all, seems to be attnbutable to Professor Whitney. Dr. 
14.ar~h's argumen's are so cogent-so well put that thereis no withstanding 
them. Dr. H aldeman, omniscient in languages and their so.unds is among 
the strpngest supporters of thiS beginning of reform. 
. Its utility onre l!'enerally acknowledged, . we shall take rapid steps. A 
united body of representative literati from all the countries that use the Eng-
lish language will be called upon to decide those questions of varying pronun-
ciation which now put phoneticians mto such a bewilderment of misunder-
s\anding- All will have to yield some favorite habfts of pronunciation in 
favor of general harmony and in agreement with unquestionably competent 
opinion. 
With this as a basis, legislatures will see the way to giving legal authority 
to teachers 'to spell in accordance with forms sanctioned by official experts-
by an International Academy of English Letters. 
WM. G. WARING. 
TYRONE, PA. 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE CASES IN ENGLAND. 
'The following, from the Hereford Times, gives a view of the treat'ment .of 
cases under' the compulsory attendance school-law in England. The hearing 
is before a bench of magistrates-usually three. 
Thomas Preece was slimmoned for neglecting to send his son Thomas to 
school after an order for his attendance had been made by the magistrates. 
Mr. Garrold, clerk to the School Attendance Committee, said the order 
~as made in October, and the attendance of the boy at school (Holmer; had 
_ been very irregular ~ince. He was instruct.ed by the committee to ask that 
sub-section I of sectIOn 12 should be put In force. It had never been en-
forced in Hereford yet, but the committee wisheJ it done in this case as an 
experiment. Under the sub· section in q~estion the magistrates were em-
JXlwered to inflict a penalty upon the first complaint of non.compliance with 
the order, and he asked them to exercise that power. On the second com, 
plaint of non· compliance they were empowered to send the child to an indus-
trial school. 
The father said the boy was at his grandmother's; he was sent to schoo 
- whether he went or not. 
The grandmother said she always sent him, ,but she was afraid he never 
would go regularly_ . 
Mr. Garrold said he was afraid the boy would have to be sent to an indus. 
trial school ultimately, but they w.anted to avoid that,course if possible. 
The Bench told the father they had no alternative but to flOe him 5s., and 
if the boy did not go regularly now he would have to be sent to an industrial 
sChool. ' 
It being stated that the grandmother harbored the boy and prevented him 
going to school, she was giv~n' to understand what the next consequences of 
non-attendance would be. " 
- Thomas Blylis was summoned in respect of the non-attendance of his son 
George at Holmer school after an order had been made. 
Mr. Garrold said it was a case of'habitual truant playing, or non-attendance. 
fie order was made in May, anc!- the boy attended only 2 ~ days during the 
n~xt week; therelore the cQmmittee ordered further, p,oceedlngs at once. 
. Baylis admitted the offense, bu~ said he had no wife, and his daughter was 
away. 
Mr. Garrold said every leniency had been shown to tbe defendant, and 
asked for the infliction of the same penalty as in tne last case. Up to the 
present time the committee had been very lenient in exercIsing their power 
under the Act, but they found that parents were inclined to takc advantage of 
their leniency, and therefore they .had found it neces~ary to exhibit less len-
iency and more strictness in putting th" Act in force. 
The Bench fined the defendant 5s., telling him they had no alternative but 
to do so. 
George Steele, 71 Millbrook street, was summoned on account of the irreg-
ular attendance of his son Henry. 
The wife appeared . . 
Mr. Garrold sair! six notices had been served up to the 16th of May, when 
the last was served, and since then the boy had made only 32 attendances out 
of 50. 
Mr. Plant, School Attendance Officer, corroborated tbis statement on oath.' 
The woinan offered no good excuse, except that she had to go out to work , 
anrl that she sent the boy to school, and the Bench in8icted the penalty of 5s. 
George Whitney, Ole! School House, Holmer, was summoned for neglecting 
to send his daughter Emma to school. 
, Mr. GarroJd said olber children had been very irregular, but they had only 
proceeded in the case of this one. 
Mr. Plant proved the service between the 4th Januarv and the loth May 
(inclusive) of four notices, and said the child was absent ~n the 29th of May 
the day particularized in the summons. Since the last notice was served th~ 
' child had attended only 32 times out of 50. 
Mrs. Whitney said her bouse was a long way from school, and sometimes 
the weather was too bad for the child, who was delicate in health, to go all 
that distance . 
Mr. GarroJd said the distance was under two miles, and that was the limit 
fixed by tbe Act to the· distance children were to be expected to go . 
Mr. Bosley said he was quite sure, as he had Defore stated, that tbe commit-
tee exerci~ed every care and consideration in these cases, and that they would 
not incur the ttouble and expense of issuing summonses unless there was 
really no reasonable answer to the case. In this case there was nl' excuse 
wbich the Act would regard as a reasonable one, and the Bench had therefore 
no alternative but to impose a line of 55.,. or 7 days' imprisonment. • 
Joseph Preece, R, Brighton-terrace, was summoned in respect of the non· 
allendance of his daughter Emma at St. Peter's school. The case had been 
adjourned f~r a forlni.ght to give the wife, who alleged illness as an excuse, 
an opportumty of gett!ng a certificate oJ that illness from the Dispens..ry. 
·Mrs. Preece now said she had asked Mr. Hanbury for a certificate, and he 
had said they 'were not supposed to give certificates, and refused to give her 
one. 
Mr. Plant proved the absence complained of, and added that 'when he had 
been to the house he heard nothing of illness in the child. 
Mr. ~osley tol~ Mrs. Preece. that it was quite t'rue that Mr. Hanbury was' 
not. obhged to ~ve h6l' a certIficate, but she had had ample oppprtunities of 
sl!emg the commIttee o~ the officer, or the schoolmisttess, and satisfying them 
of the unhealthy condition of her child, but she had donenolhing of the kind. 
The Bench could only conclude that she was trying to evade the orden of the 
committee, and therefore he,r husband would be fined 55., or seven day's. 
CLOUD SHADOWS. 
A teacher of the Senior class in the Boston High School recently gave ont 
to the girls, as a theme for composition, "Cloud Shadows." A young lady 
, of 17 summer", a member of the class, conttibuted the following pretty effll-
sion: 
As when the sultry sun hi. light doth pour 
In 800ds of glory on earth's mother breast, 
The sullen storm,c1ouds. rising in the west, 
Cast their fantastic shadows. where before 
The sunbeams lavished all their golden store; 
And bearing with them all their tempest's zest, 
Sweep the blue dome, then leave the world at rest; 
So, ere the splendor of life's day is o'er, 
Tbe clouds of paSsion dim the summer sky, 
Flinging their gloom where love and light held sway, 
And hurling forth tornadoes as they 8y, 
In rapid passage, run their course and die; 
Sunshine returns, lhe brighter for delay, 
. And,the .heart smiles-like waking 80wers in May. 
-Beautiful, large type, elegantly bound editions of Arabian Nig"ts and 
Robinson Crusoe, for 55 ,cents each, and of Bun"an's Pilgri",'s PropelS and 
Travels 0/ Baron Munc"ausnl, for So cents each, have just been published 
by the American Book Exchange, 55 Beekman ~treet, New York. 
The joys of parents are secret, and so are their griefs and fears; they can 
not' utter the one, nor will they utter the other. 
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THE STATES. 
ILLINOIs.-An aggregate attendance of 3,561 pupils is reported in the pub-
lic and private schools of Springfield. 
About thirty colored boys made a demonstration at the Lincoln Illinois high 
school the <lther day, claiming a right to admission. They were demed en· 
• trance and ordered away, but threaten to take legal measures to secure the 
same rights in the high school as white children. :rhe school board assert 
that they are entitled to admission to the common schools, but that the State ' 
Supreme Court has held that town authorities can bar them from the high 
school. They also claim that outside influence has caused them to make the 
present dtmand, and not any desire of their own. 
Lombard University recently received a, cash donation of '3,000, from a 
wealthy friend of the institution living in Peoria county. 
There are about 250 pupils already enrolled in the central school at Oak' 
Park. B. L. 'Dodge is principal with eight assistants. The Harlem and 
River Forest schO?ls are under the charge of Mr. Simonds, with one gentle-
man and three lady assistants, and about 130 pupils. 
The new building at Lake Forest University was to be dedicated last even· 
mg. 
The efforts of Pres. Anderson of Chicago University, to place that institu· 
tion on a safe financial basis, are proving successful. All expenses of the last 
year have been paid, also a part of the floating debt. Mr. Riggs takes charge 
of the preparatory department this year. Professor Stuart, educated in the 
University 01 Glasgow, fills the cbair of Latin. There is a prospect of a good 
attendance the coming term. 
The Normal and Scientific School located at Morris, under the charge of 
Messrs. Cook and Stevens, opened on Tuesday, Sept. 2, with 100 students, 
representing a dozen different counties of this state ~d several from outside 
- the stale. The Normal offers a thorough, practical, and economical course. 
. It is comprehensive in its plan, and yet its facilities are such as to meet the 
wants of individuals. Its departments are Common School, Scientific Pre-
paratory, College Preparatory, Normal, Scientific, Commercial, Musical, and 
Telegraphic. 
A dispatch from Jerseyville dated Sept. 8, says' "The public schools opened 
here to.day. No~ o~e scholar appeared at the IChool set· apart for colo'red 
children, but all who went betook themselves · to the high scho,l building, 
where they were met by Morris Locke, president, and other members of the 
board of education, and demanded, and' were refused admittance. The col-
orea children, many of whom were accompanied by parents, then retired, and 
threatened to renew hostilities to-morrow. Jerseyville is s~en from center 
t~ circumference by this unexpected outbreak, and the whites are unanimous 
against their being allowed in the white school. They claim that all the ne 
b~oes here pay but '27 school tax; that they are furnished with a separate 
school and a competent teacher, with all conveniences and appliances that 
the white school has, and if they persist in their course there will be a war of 
races, and the negroes will be starved out." 
IOwA.-The Southern Iowa Normal School is said to be in a flourishing 
condition. 
Mr. John R. Foulks, of Mt. Pleasant, has charge of the Bloomfield high 
school. . . 
, ' An exchange, giving the Normal Institute enrollment list says: "The 
names of more than half a dozen school children who Rttended irregularly are ' 
omitted." 
,We are glad to hear ~at the State Normal School begins its fourth year 
very auspiciousfy. The attendance wi!) .... ach two hundred. All of the 
-apartments have been taken and umny students must find accommodations in 
town. Everything in and abo~t:the building has been put in the best of or· 
.. 
der. The people of the state are beginning to appreciate the Normal and to 
regard ,it as one of the best managed institutions in the st.te. ' 
Mr. D. W. Lewis conducted the Washington county Normal Institute. The 
following report speaks for itself: Length of session in days, 13; Enroll-
ment, 192; av~rage ~embership, 181 ; average attendance, 177; day. ab, 
sence, 50; cases of tardiness,140; per cent of attendance, 97.7 ; per cent'of 
punctuality, 94; enrollment in 1874,106; 1875,81; 1876,100; 1877,165; 
1878, 165; IR79, 192. 
The Mahaska County Institute enrolled 271 teachers in 1877, 240 in 1878, 
and 266 this year. Mr. H. H. Seerley has been conductor for the last, three 
years. He understands the work, and has the confidence' of the teachers of 
the county. Supt. Williams is a good organizer and is doing fine work for 
the schoolS of the county. Messrs. McConnell and Givens ann Mrs. Thomas, 
the other instructors, rendered complete satisfaction. The most aqvanced 
class took up Mental Philosophy and Political Economy in addition to the' 
common branches. Prof. Eldridge lectured before the institute during the 
lut week. 
Supt. Fort, of Jackson county, is one of Iowa's first· class officlals-a fact 
which ought to be known and remembered by the voters of sturdy old Jock-
son next month. The teachers in attendance at the county institute recog-
nized this fact and adopted a resolution pledging themselves to the 'support of 
the best candidate for the position of county superintendent. 
Rev. E. J. Gillett, D. D., professor of Chemistry in the Keokuk medical 
college, has been chosen president of Parsons' College, Fairfield. The Board 
of Trustees also elected Prof. W. M. Hersman, of Berlin, Md., professor of 
Mental and Moral Science. 
Prof. W. F. Barclay, of Albion Seminary, lectured' before the Grundy Coun-
ty Institute. His subject was "That SchoolmaSter of Mine." 
Supt. J. W. Curry has pubhshed a catalog and proceedings of the Nrrmal 
Institute recently held at Iowa City. It is a neat pamphlet, giving definite in· 
formation in regard to the work done at the Institute. Circulated among 
those w ho ~hould be interested in our schools, ' Supt. Curry believes this 
knowledge will have a tendency to bring about a fuller recognition of the 
importance of institute work. 
Supt. F. W. Guernsey, of Plymouth county, writes: "Our Normal Insti-
tute came to a close on Thursday last, and it was conceeded by all to have 
been the most successful one ever held here. The enrollment of teachers 
was small-53-but all came to r ork, and did work too. Prof. J. Wernli 
acted as Conductor, and was assisted by S. G. Rogers and Miss M. Guernsey. 
At its close I granted sixteen certific~tes without further examination." 
WISCONSIN.-According to the Wisconsin 'Journal of Education, a kin· 
dergarten is about to be established in connection with the Platteville State 
Normal School. It will be the chief aim 'of the kindergarten to serve as a 
place of observation for the students of the Normal School. 
The Regents of the Normal Schools have engaged Miss Wheat, of Leaven-
wort!!, Kansas, to take the position recently vacated by the resignation of 
Mis. Rose Swart, of the Oshkosh school. MISS Wheat is a graduate of Vas-
sar College, and has been te'lching for two years in the Kansas State Normal 
School at Leavenworth. She I. highly spoken of as a teacher. 
, S. R. Perkins remains in charge of the public school at Palmyra, S. B. 
Lewis at Clinton, Mr. A. Sherman at Elkhorn. 
State Supt. Whitford announces that candidates for State Certificates who 
have already tried twice to pass the examination will not be allowed to pre-
sent themselves again unless they wish to begin the work de nlJ1Jo. Another 
examination' will be held the latter part of December, for such as did not fin-
ish or pass the examination last month. At this last examination 18 appli. 
cants presented themselves, four of w~om passed. Those who received un. 
limited State Celtificates are the following: James T. McCleary, River Falls; 
Edward 'Beckwith, Berlin; Edwin R. Smith, Burlington. Thomas J. Walsh, 
of Twc Rivers, received the limited (five years) certificate. 
INDIANA.-The Lakeville normal opened Wednesday, the 3d inst., with 
quite a large number in attendance. 
Prof. W. F. Harper; who has been mysteriously absent from Danville for 
nearly a year, where be was principal of the Normal Academy, haS again 
"turned up," and reports a story about robbery, Indians, and lunacy, which 
all men are not lunatics enough to believe. 
MINN,I!8OTA.-At Winona, Supt. Phelps has taken hold of the schools with 
his usual .vigor. A few new appointments of teachers were made and ' some 
transfers were ordered by the Board, which will bring the schools into a high 
state: of efficiency. , ' 
.. 
, 
The Educational , W eekly~ 
MICHIGAN.~The Battle Creek people settled their school squabbles by sub-
-mitting the question to ballot. The .. first· class school" ticket won, two to one. 
. They used to tell us that Sault Ste. Marie was up in the woods ;. but woods 
or no woods there is an $11,000 school house there. 
The Ludington authorities have awarded tbe contract for building a new 
$9,000 scbool house. 
Tbere has been trouble in the Three Rivers school board about the employ. 
ment of a superintendent, but the..people voted at the annual school meeting 
directing the board to re-engage Prof. Baker. 
The Ypsilanti ;chools open witb an enrollment of 835. The high school 
'contained 51 ' pupils, an increase of 16 over last year. It is probable that 
another gentleman teacher will have to be employed. 
According to the school census there are in Ypsilanti 1,540 children who 
ought. by law to be in school. Only 835 are now' in school. 
Ypsilanti is also to have a free lecture course this winter. _ 
The lar&e telescope ordered by the Agricultural college froin Clark & Sons 
of Cambridge, Mass., bas been received and will be put into position at once. 
The managers of the Michigan Seminary at Kalamazoo have engaged Mrs. 
'Thompson, of Amherst, Mass., to take the place lately occupied by Miss 
Jeannette Fisher. This lady ha. been one of the faculty at the Mt. Holyoke, 
Mass., seminary, and of Wellesley Female College. 
Hon. W. C. Edsell, of Otsego, offers the state 20 acres of land beautifully 
situated as a location for the proposed girls' reform school. The location is 
near the railway, and on the bank of the Kalamazoo river. 
Morenci pays its teachers in the first grammar grade $5 per week; others 
$4:75 and $4.50.-Dttroit Evmi,,% Ntws. . 
The Battle Creek advennsts' college has opened with 170 students present. 
The teachers' institute at Owosso was attended by more than 60 teachers. 
It was pleasant and profitable to all. 
Orchard Lake Military Academy commences its fall term Sept. 18, with 
'prospects of a largely increased attendance. Some cbanges. have been made 
in the facuity since the last term. Lawrence C. Hull, fate principal of the 
Battle Creek higb school, succeeds Prof. Jones as professor of ancient lan-
guages; W. H. Butts, who completed a post.graduate course at the University 
last June, will be professor of mathematics and astronomy, having very bigh 
recommendations from the University faculty. Major Cecil, formerly o'f the 
-13th U. S. infantry, will continue professor of military science and tactics; 
Prof. Sherman, formerly of Princeton College, will continue professor of 
modern languages; and Prof. Bennett will continue professor of natural sci· 
ence. 
Furth err' announcements of school ~rincipals are as follqws: Galesburg, J. 
w. Cuprles; Niles higb school, Miss Hattie Winans; Hadley, C. VanDorn; 
Evart, Newton Wiest; Adrian College, Madame. M. P. Landerer; Bay City, 
FIrst Ward, Miss Anna Alexander; Bay City, Training School, Miss E. S. 
- Small: . 
A free training _chool for kindergartners is announced to be opened in De-
o troit by Professor and Mrs. Hailman. The ~tourse will last for seven month~. 
It will open Oct. '13. 0 Address Professor W. N. Hailman, 251 E. Lafayeite 
Street, Detroit. 
From' Supt: Perry's report of the Ann Arbor public schools, we learn that 
in the high school 227 pupili studied Latin during tbe last year, 68 Greek, 
86 Fren'cb, 37 German, 274 algebra. The cost of instruction in tbe high 
school was $20.10 per capita. The sum of $4,803.60 was received for tui. 
ion, mostly from the high school. 
Sc"ool Law.-Poi"ts of Intttest to Tta,"ers. The references are to com-
piler's ;ections in its general school laws of 1879: 
I. A certificate is necessary because: a, school officers cannot contract with 
a teacher not holding one-~~. (48, 184); . 6, no public money can be paid to 
snch teacher-~ (62); c, districts emplOying such teacher cannot draw public 
moneys-~ (81). A certificate must cover the entire time of engagement as 
teacher. 
2. Examinations are requir~d by ~aw upon orthograpby, reading, writing, 
grammar, geography, and ~~thmetlc-:~ (185). If an applicant .proposes to 
teach in a school w~ere additional branches are taught, the examiner should 
require examination upon sucb additional branches. 
3. Certificates of the first grade are valid for two years throughout the town-
.pip w~~re granted; those of .the secJnd gr~de, for o~e year !hrc;>ughout the 
township; and those of the third grade, for SIX months 1D the distnct specified 
therein~~ (185). 
4. The townsbip superintendent-may revoke or suspend a certificate for any 
reason that would have justified him in withholding it when given ' but an 
. opportunity for a defense against all charges should be given tne te;cher-~ 
(185) •. H~s j?ris.dictio? extends to all districts whose school-houses are sit-
\I~d WIthin his township. 
5. A omaleteacher is required to pay a fee of $1, and a female teacher a fee 
50 cents, upon obtaining a certificate, prOVided such fee bas not been paid 
previously within the current school year-~ (193). The school year com-
mences with the first Monday in September. 
6. Contracts with teacbers must be in writing, and signed by a majority of 
the board on bebalf of the diltrict; they must specify tbe wages agreed upon 
and sball require the teach~r to keep a correct list of the pupils, their ages, 
and the number of days each one is in attendance, and to furnish the direc-
tor with a correct copy of the same at tge close of tbe school. Contracts must 
be in duplicate, one of wbich shall be filed with the director and the other 
furmshed the teacber-~ (48) . 
7. The scbool law is silent upon the subject of bolidays; but the supreme 
court has decided thaI tbere should be no deduction frum a teacber's wages 
on account of the observance of legal holiday.. The l"gal holidays are Jan-
uary I, February 22, May 30, July 4, December 25, and all days appointed by 
the president or governor as days of fasting or thanklgiving. 
8. A teacher must be governed by all rules formally adopted b the ' board. 
Refusal to do so amounts to a forfeiture of the contract, unless the rules are 
grossly unreasonable-~ (59) . 
9. The district board is boundto keep the school-bouse in repair, with nec-
essary conveniences, and a failure to do so works a forfeiture of the contnact 
on their part- ~ (50).-LallSing- .Rtp~6Ii(a,.. 
GENERAL NEWS ITEMS. 
-Rev. Alfred Owen, of Detroit, has been eleco ed president of Dennison 
University at Granville, Ohio. 
-The colmed teacbers of Kentucky have adopted a memorial to the le,-
islature, which the L'Juisville Cou,.it,. Journal commends, asking fo~ modi-
fications or amendments to the scbool law, equalizing the ptr capita and limit 
of school age for the children of the state without regard to color, and estab-
lisbing a normal school for colored teacher;. 
-Missouri bas 8,092 school-houses, or an aver-..ge of 71 to the county. 
The attendance upon theSe schools amounts to 448,033. Her school proper;ty 
is valued at $8,321,399, and her permanent school· fund at $7,278,046.80. Sbe ' 
bas 49 colleges and seminaries, five normal schools, and she spends annually 
$3,424,408.55, to pay and maintain ~n army of teachers numbering 11,268. 
-They are having a breezy text.book row in Calumbus, O. 
-There we)"e about fifty teachers in attendance at the Douglas county 
teachers'institute in Nebraska. Superintendent Points was energetic in su-
pervising it, while Prof. Nicholson of tbe Normal School had charge, assisted 
by Mr: J. B. Bruner, of the North School, Mr. R. L. Livingston of Elkhorn, 
Mrs. Dr. Dinsmoor and Mr. J. R. Rathbun. State SUperintendent ThomplOn 
was also present a part of the time, rendering valuable assistance. 
-The New York schools opened with Superintendent Kiddie I\IiU in 
cbarge, in spite of the foolish opinions expressed in his book of so·called 
spiritual revelations. It is anticipated that an effort will be made to displace 
him at the first meeting of the municipal board of education, but it is doubtful 
whether this will be done. The common school system which Superinten-
de~~ Kiddie directs is the largest in tbe country, with sittings for l24,3$3 
puplls,an a'ierage attendance of 108,559 school children, and a yearly ex-
penditnre for teachers' salaries of $2,353,°5°. A petition signed by over ·l • 
2,000 teachers, has been presented to the Board requesting the retention of 
Supt. Kiddie. 
-Geo. F. Faircbild has been elected president of Kansas State Agricultu-
ral College. Mr. Fairchild is professor 01 higher English in Michigan Agri-
cultural College at Lansing, and said to be an able man. 
-The Doniphan county, Kansas, teachers' institute passed at illl eloae a 
deservedly complimentary resolution to the conductor, Prof. H. D. McCarthy. 
-It is a rather curious fact that the best scholar in the Irish language is 
a German-Dr. Zimmer, a professor of the University of Berlin. 
-Superintendent Eliot of the Boston public schools condemns school ex-
hihitions as they are to<> often conducted; opposes street parades, and laYS 
that "all the paraphernalia of rewards and punishments, rank&, percenla&cs, 
elctras, merits, checks, and the rest are among the chief hindrances to moral 
and intellectual life." 
-In many of the large cities of Massachusetts, as Cambridge, Worcester, 
and Boston, the ladiCJi have si&nified thelrintention to vote at the school elec:-
tion this fall. 
-The Educational Association of Virginia has relinquished control of'the 
EdlUational 70untal of Virginia and placed it entirely in the handa of the 
editor, Mr. Wm. F. Fox, principal of the Richmond -Publis:, High School. 
We trust the public spirit of the teachers of Virginia will come to the support 
of Mr. Fox, ~ho is endeaVoring to .give them a first class journal. . 
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THE TEACHERS' HOPE. 
AN EXCELLENT NEW SONG j TO BE SUNG AS AN 
OPENING EXERCISE IN ALL THE 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
AIR:-The Wear!ng of Ilu Green. 
I. 
o teachers dear, say did you hear 
The news that's going round? 
Chicago's schools are shipwrecked quite, 
And runmn~ aJl aground ; . 
No Pickard nc.w is at the helm, 
But Doty and his tools ;-
0 , pack your grip-sack, Doty dear, 
And give us back our schools. 
You may take your blanks and travel, 
You may take your Graded Course; 
We may not get a better, 
But we cQuld not have a worse; 
No chart, no compass, have we now J 
No discipline or rules ; 
0, pack your grip.sack, Doty dear, 
Anti give us back our schools. 
II. 
The star of empire westward 
Takes its bright and steady way 
Till it shines upon the ocean 
T hat enshrouds the dying day; 
"Go west" with it, dear Dot)', 
To the land of mipes and mules; 
0 , pack YOl\r grip-sack, Doty dear, 
And give us back our schools. 
Chicago will not mourn you 
Any more than did Detroit ; 
In the Rockies there is room enough 
For many a grand exploit. 
Then, Doty, take a friend's advice, 
Although it oe a fool's, 
0, pack your grip-sack, Doty dear, 
And give us back our schools ! 
A CALL FOR HELP. 
MORE than twenty years ago Archbishop TRENCH read a paper before the Philological Society in London on deficiencies in English diction-
aries, and from the discussion that foJlowed grew the project of a new English 
dictionary, and ~n appeal was made to English and 'American scholars to fur-
nish quotations illuHrating the use of English words by all writers in all ages 
- and in all senses. The work began under the editorship of M. Herbert 
Coleridge, who unhappily soon died. Mr. Furnivale succeeded him efficient-
ly; but the work languished, and the only. sign of life has been the unremit-
ting -devotion of half a dozen of the sub-editors, who have been reading, and 
; noting, and accumulating, until now there is a vast store of material some tons 
in weight, ' and an arrangement has been made with the Clarendon Press for 
. -the publication of a dictionary. Dr. MURRAY, the president of the Philolog-
ica180ciety, is the editor, with a proper staff. 
, -The work will be a monument of scholarship. It is now proposed that it 
shall fiJI four volumes of the size of Webster's Dictior..ary, or one al!d a half 
times a' large as Littre's French Dictionary. It is hoped that the work may 
be completed in ten years, and that the first part, containing the letter A, may 
be issued in 1882. ' The point of present importance is active c05peration by 
scholars and readers in all the English speaking countries. It is in the liter-
ature of the eighteenth century especiaJly that help is needed, and that 
American assistance is asked, especially in reading American authors. Dr. 
'MURRAY has 'prepared a list of hooks that he would like to have read at once; 
It is desirable also, and it is requested, that American readers aid with re-
cent books, showing the additions made to the language, as names for physical. 
features, productions, etc. Our own literature is so manageable that it is pe-
~ly tempting-for this purpose, and there are thousands of readers in the 
",counlty who will be glad to have' an objective point for their industry. 
Professor F. A. March, of'Lafayette College, Easton, Penn., is the American 
director .or secretary of the enterprise, and he -will furulSh all necessary in-
formation, including the lists of works in which the labor should be under. 
... ' taken without delay.-Harptr's Wttkly. . 
. -
A man c:al\not speak to IPs ~on but as a fa~~n:; to Ills wife, 1>~t as_ a n~ . 
. !JaKd; to his enemy, but on ItNfU. 
. . . 
THE RECESS. 
Science tells us that a slight pressure on the brain will stop the ~urrent of 
thought in a child. T hat's all very well. Madame Science ; but pray tell us 
what will st art it in a dull one. 
" Will you please insert this obituary notice?" asked an old gentleman of a 
country editor. "I make bold to ask it because I know the deceased has a 
great many friends about here who'd be glad to hear of his death." 
A North Side teacher on Monday, Sept. I, asked a child to give his (ather's . 
occupation. "0 ," was the reply, "he don't do nothing; he's a p'liceman." 
There is nothing new under the sun; not even spelling reform. I t is many 
years now since a father thus addressed a well-known teacher : "Ser: You 
are a man of nolej and I wud inter my sun in your skull." 
The following carefully prepared table shows tbe chances professional men 
have of catching fish when they go fishing : 
Doctors . . 
Lawyers . 
Editors . . 
Artists . . • 
Architects 
Book-keepers •. . 
Merchants . .. 
Professors . . . . . . ' .' ' . ' . • 
Unknown small boy, with old straw hat and broken suspender. 
7 in 50 
3 in 50 
• 10 in 50 
• 2 in 50 
• 1 2 in 50 
· 8 in 50 
· 13 in 50 
· I in 50 
.49 in 50 
. In New York the Ichool board was reducing the wages of a lady teacher, 
when as a final argument she told them she could not live on less than she 
was getting. One mc;':"ber told her that she must do like his brother-in law, 
who taught school in the winter and c.radled in the summer. She said "We 
would gladly do so." 
Know is a dog with tu talez. ' . No.has no'n.-Fontlic Ttacntr. If the ed . 
itor of the 1)acntr can not spell any better than he ·can pronounce it is no 
wond~r that he goes 10 for spelling reform. Nmt is not pronounced n Ont but 
"un. If those who do not l(.now how to p~onounce the language are to indio 
cate its pronunciation by means of a peculiar type or diacritical marks, what 
will become of the pronunciation after they have murdered the spelling? 
It is suggested in Cincinnati that a petition ' be circulated in the Second 
Ward asking the school board that one ro,pm at least be devoted to pure Eng-
lish in said ward, which has no purely English room except in the colored · 
school. And alas I in Chicago there is not even a .colored school for the cuI· 
'tivation o( pure English. 
--------
At the meeting of the spelling reform society in Chicago on the evening of 
Sept. 4, the officers elected were Supt. Duane boty, Dr. Samuel Willard, Prof. I 
G. D. Broomell, Inspector W. J. E,nglish, and :, few other ·bad spellers. . 
Clarksburg, Mass., has cut down its school appropriation so low that it 
wants its teachers to work for $5 a week.-Springfidd Rtp llolican. Three 
cheers for liberal, classic New England I 
The newspapers throughout the United States with great unani",ity de~lare 
that schools opened on the first of September much to the joy and relief of 
parents who got rid of their children by sending them to school. In view of 
this undisputed fact the question arises what they have children for. 
In view of the great succeo;s of the biryc1e, may it not be that the human 
':'cc, by the process of evolution, will change from an indefinite! incoherent ' 
homogeneity to a definite, cohere!)t heterogeneity through a succession of 
diffelentiations and integrations so as to go on wheels? Doubtless it will !lo . 
so If it have the proper environment. . 
Reading makes a foil man; -confidence, a rtady _ ruan; and writiug, an ex-
act man. 
Crafty men conttmn studies ; simple men admirt them; and wise men. USt 
them. 
Some books are to be tasted; others are to be swa/lowtd ,: and some few are . 
to be chewed and digtsttd. ' 
Judges ought to be more Itarntd than witty, more revtrtnd than plausible, 
and more ~dvirtd than confident. 
CHICAGO NOTES. 
No wonder that Mr. Joe M'Dlll, editor of the Chicago Trlbunt, is in 
favor of the abolition of the dictionary. Why, he does not know how to 
spell his own name, making it To Medill, or Jomy Dil, according to circum- , 
stances. 
CORRECTED SPELLINGS. 
Hereafter spell certain words appearing in Tilt Tribunt as lollows: 
Omit ut in demagog, pedagog, synagog, dialog, decalog, and other w,ords 
ending in logue and gogue: 
Omit the superfluous nit ID program, gram. 
Omit the second", in dilemma (dilema.) 
Omit the superfluous It in cigaret, etiquet, paraquet, coquet, and aU similar 
words, except Gazette when it is used as the name of a newspaper. 
Spell definit in all its forms without the final t; thus: definit-Iy-ness, 
indefinit-Iy-ness. 
Spe\1 infinit without the final t; also, infinit-ly-ness. 
Omit final t in bypocrit, favorit; also, opposit-Iy-ness and apposit-Iy-
ness. In words ending in "lessness," drop one s from "less," viz.: Carelesness, 
thanklesness, etc. 
Omit the fourth s in assassin (assasin) and 9ther forms of the word. 
Spell somerset, not somersault. 
Spell canon with a Spanish n, or spell it canyon. 
Change pll to j in fantom, fantasm, and all form; ~f the word; also ID fo-
netic-s-al, fonografy, orthografy, alfabet, dlgraf, dlfthong. 
[The above list was prepared by Hon. Joseph Medill for the type-setters on 
the Cllicago Tribunt, and went into effect ID the daily for Sep. 2, 1879.] 
The Mutual Spelling Reform Admiration Society met at the club room of 
the Palmer :!louse on the evening of Sep. 4. A permanent organization was 
effected as follows: Pre3ident, Duane Doty; Vice Presidents, W. H. Wells, 
W. J . English, H. N. Hibbard, Saml!el Willard, and E. O. Vaile; Recording 
Secretary, G. D. Broomell Corre;ponding Secretary, O. C. Blackmer; 
Treasurer, H. R. Boss. . 
Mr. Doty made the first address, in which he described Leigh's phonic 
type. In this type silent letters are printed in hair lines and a slight variation 
of the letters indicates each separate sound. To show that this type is not 
hard to decipher the gentleman stated that really and truly he found an Inltr 
Octan reporter-the one doubtless that interviews him periodically-who was 
able to read it. Mr. Do)' told a characteristic tale of himself in relating his 
experience with this type in Detroit. He introduced 100 first readers printed 
-in Leigh'S type into one of the Detroit schools; but when a few parents re-
monstrat~d against having tbeir children taught the alphabet of the Russian 
language, he withdrew the books immediately. Such firmness and strength 
of character is what qualifi<d bim for the superintendency of the schools of 
Chicago. Mr. Doty lurther reported very discouraging resu~ts of' the 500 
letters sent out all over the wOIld on the subject of spelling reform, less than 
100 replies having been received. 
Mr. Hibbard made a pleasant and interesting speech in which he regretted 
;hat tbe letters Ihorn and wm had been lost, and wondered -how our curious 
spe\ling of the present originated, since two hundred years ago tongut was 
spelled "tung." -
Dr. Willard arose to enlighten Mr. Hibbard on several points, He showed 
• that the monks Lajnized the English lang~age, crowding out the Anglo-
Saxon letters. However, Engli;h has made two modifications of the Roman 
alphabet. Tbe Latin I bas sprouted into a J, and two v's put togetber have 
made our w. In the:original Jus would be Ivs. The doctor ridiculed histoflcal 
and etymological spelling, raising quite a laugh over the statement that msll-
ion was once spelled "quisheon," the gentleman evidently belDg Ullaware of 
the fact that formerly the Ii'rst syllable of cushion was pronounced as if spelled 
quirll. There was more erudition than the readers of Dickens are apt to 
imagine in the elder Weller's injunction, "Sammy, spell it with a wt." 
The doctor further stated that Dlany of the eccentricities of our spelling 
arose from tbe fact that Dutch printers were imported into England to set 
type, and that they were not sparing of a letter or two at the end of a word' 
to fill out an incomplete line. 
He finally claimed for himself and his associate spelling reformer; the dis-
. tinction 01 being thoughtful and conservative, on the ground that so many of 
them had gray beards; for the moment forgetting the adage that "one fool 
makes many, and the old fool is worse than any." 
-J. Russell Webb spoke mainly on his own method of phonic representation, 
which requires little change in the ordinary type. . It -is fully set forth in the 
Analytical Readers. After passing a resolution thanking Mr. Medill for his 
/ new departure, the society adjourned till the first Thursday in November. 
No dqubt the society will flourish. New converts are always zealous, and 
the president of the society just one year ago ridiculed the whole movement 
saying facetiously that the best joke about Broomell's.spelling reform mani~ 
was that t,he man was in earnest. 
. THE SEPTEMBER MAGAZINES. 
ARTICLES FOR TEACHIIRS TO READ. 
Sunday Ajltrnoon. 
Popular ':Literature" for the young. B, Beverly Ellison Wuner. 
The Pubhc Schools and National Culture . . By Noble C. Butler. 
T~e O.ld Log Scho?lhouse. By Richard Cord ley. 
MIschIevous ReadlDg. In "Editors Table." 
Nor/II An"rican RtfJitW. 
The Genius of Nathaniel Hawthorne. By Anthony Troll<>pe. 
The Diary of a Public Man. Part II. 
The Standard of Value. By Professor Simon Newcomb. 
Tile Inttrnationa/ RtviLw. 
Albert Gallatin. By Henry Cabot Lodge. 
. Popular Scimu Monlk/v. 
Spiritualism as a Scientific Question. By Pr~fessor Wilhelm Wundt 
Geographical Evolution. II. By Archibald Geikie, F. R. S. . 
Novelty in Patents. By Oliver E . Lyman. 
Food and Feeding. Ill. By Sir Henry Thompson. 
,!,he Claosical Controversy; Its Present Aspect. By Profe lsor Alexander 
BalD. 
Spontaneous and Imitative Crime. By E. Vale Blake. 
Materialism and its Lessons. By Dr. Henry Maudsl ·y. 
The Birth, Life, and Death of a S:orm. By R.,b!rt H. Sc .t', M. A., F. 
R.S. 
_ Seri6ntr's MOlltllly. 
The ~niversity of Rome. By Hjalmam Hjorth Boyesen. 
~nghsh Spelhng and Spelling ,Reform. I. By T : R. L')unsbury. 
I he Art Schools of PhIladelphIa. By Wtlliam C. Brownell. 
ApP/don's Jo",·na/. 
How to Popularize Wordsworth. 
Russian Conspiracies. n. By Karl Blind. 
TAt Atlanlic Monthlv. 
• CaesH's Art 01 War and of Writing 
Story-Paper Literature. By W . H. B·ishop. 
Tilt Pri"uloll RtvitW. 
. The Philosophic Movem(nt in Italy, By Prof. Luigi Ferri Ph. D. Univer. 
slty of Rome. ' , 
Religion and Morality. By Rev. Henry N . Day, D. D., New Haven _ 
The Problem of the Human Will. By Prof. Henry Calderwood LL D 
University of Edinburg. . • "., 
Secularized Education. By Pres. Robert L. Dabney, Hampden Sydney 
Theo!. Seminary. 
Virgil as a Precursor of Christianity. By Prin~ipal Shairp, D . C. L., l!ini. 
versity 01 St. Andrews. 
-The following is a list of the "Chautauqua Text-books," 
published by Phillips and Hunt, New York, or Hitchcock and 
Walden, Cincinnati and Chicago : No. I, Biblical Exploration j 
or How to study the Bible. 10 cents. By J. H . Vincent j No . . 
2, Studies of the Stars. 10 cents. By Henry W. Warren, D .. 
D. j NO.3, Bible studies for Little People, 10 cents. By B. T ; 
Vincent j NO. 4, English History, 10 cents. By J. H. Vincent, 
D. D. j No. 5, Greek History, 10 cents. By J. H. Vincent, 
D. D. j No.6, G.reek Literature, 10 cents. By A. D. Vail, D. 
D. j NO.7, Memorial Days of the C. L. S. C., 10 cents. Se-
lected passages , by J. H. Vincent, D. D.; No.8, What Noted 
Men Think of the Bible, 10 cents. By Luther T. 1;'ownsend, 
D. D. j No. 9, William Cullen Bryant, ten cents; No. 10, What 
is Education? 10 cents. By Prof. W. F. Phelps. 
-A new publication in the interest of the Spelling Refonn 
is .-Esop's Fablu, published by C. W. Knudsen, South Norwalk, 
Conn . . It contains also the ' English Demotic Alphabet, Rules 
for Spelling Phonetically, Key for reader and printer, Diagram 
of the relati~e position of the English vowels, Comparison of ' 
the ordinary and the Demo.tic spelling, etc. . 
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EXAMPLE. 
We scalier seeds with careless hand, 
And dream we ne'er shall see them more; 
But for a thousand years 
Their fruit appears 
In weeds that mar the land, 
Or healthful store. 
The deeds we do, the words we say,-
Into still air they seem to fleet, 
We count them ever past; 
But they shall last,-
In the dread judgment they 
And we shall meet 1 
I charge thee by the years gone by, 
For the love's sake of brethren dear, 
Ke p thou the one true way, 
In work or play, 
Lest in that world' their cry 
Of woe thou ' hear. 
BOSTON TO CHICAGO. 
Chicag) sounds rough to the maker of ver3e ; 
- One comfort you have-Cincinnati sounds worse; 
If we only were licensed to say Chica-g-o I . 
But Worce'ler and Webster won't' et us, you know. 
No matter, we 'songster:; must si ng as we can; 
~ We can make some nice couplet.< with Lake Mich-
.. ·igan. 
And \that more resembles a nightingale's voice 
Tha.n the oily trisyl1abl~, sweet I llinois?' 
Your ~aters are fresh, while our harbor is salt, 
But we know you can't help it, it isn't your fault; 
Our city is old, and your city is new, 
But the raiIro1d men tel1 us we're g;.eener than 
you. 
You have seen our gilt dome, and no doubt you've 
been told 
That the orbs of the universe 'round it are rol1ed: 
But I'll own it to you, and I ought to know ~ est, 
That this isn't quite true of all stars of the West. 
You will go to Mount Auburn-we'l1 show you he 
tnlck, 
And can stay there-unless you prefer to Come 
back, 
And Bunker's tall shaft you can climb, if you wi11, 
But you'll puff like a paragraph praising a pill. 
You must see-but you have seen-ourold .I'"aneuil 
Hall. 
Ourchnrches, our school.room' , our sample rJom;, 
all ; 
And perhaps, though Ihe idiots mu<t have their 
~ jokes, 
You have found our good people much like other 
folks. 
There are cities by rive"" by bkes, and by seas, 
Each as full of itself as a cheese-mite of cheese; 
And a city will brag as a rooster will crow; 
.Don't your cockerels :it home-j ,st a lillIe, yon 
know? 
But we'll crow f," you now; here'. a. health to the 
boys, • ..A 
Men, maiden., ann matro>ns of fair IIlinnis, 
And the rainbl)w or frien~ship that arches its "pan 
From Ihe green of the sea to the blue Michigan! 
~LJVU. WENDELL HOLMES, before the en;-
&1160 Comtn{!cial Club, duriNg- ils '1sit to Bosl"". 
PUBLISHERS' DEPARTMENT. TEACHERS OF MATHEMATICS, 
BACK NUMBERS of the WBBKLV will be furnished for ten cents each until the supply is exhaU5t~d. 
l( notice is scnt us of a missing number immediately on 
receipt of the "ext number, we will mail it free. Always 
give the 'IIum6er of the paper, not the date. 
In ordering a change in the address of your paper, always 
gwc the postoffice and state ,yom which you wish the ad-
dress cban&ed. 
Bound volume (or IS'l], Half Morocco, with gllt stamp 
can be had (or '5.00. Covers alone, (or any two volumes 
(one year), 7S cents. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
One year (.fo Nos.), ,~. so. If paid in advance, 12.00 . . 
~r:O!~:~:(I~N~~.) I:~: ;; f'f' ,r ·~gs 
Each Monthly Edition, So cents a year in advance. 
Remittances should be sent by reglstered letter, draft, or 
PjJ~~;:'I~o:jJa:kdCAe~k;.abITl~ S~l)~' :;1;J~::t; ~j~~; 
rl)r Cl)/llr.til)n. 
TERMS OF ADVERTISING. 
Per line, agate measure. 10 cents each insertion. When a 
special location is chosen, 12 cents a line. Special Notices 
In Publishers' Department, 25 cent" a line. 
al~~:ecU~:~~~~~~;:~~d;;io!:so~:hth: wO::K~~I, :'~h~~~ 
published (or local circulation in the various states. 
Estimates (or special time or space will be given upOn ap~ 
plication. 
da~eo~li~::]d be received by Sa~urday noon, previous to 
Each advertising page o( THB EDUCATIONAL WIlIlKLY 
contains three columns, each column tl;:n inches, and one 
inch (ourteen lines. 
No advertisement will J>e inserted for less than one dollar. 
Orders from strangers must be paid monthly in advance. 
Address all communications to 
Asht~.ril~~~;o~.EC~~~ a~~R!,:J'~:~~eS~., 
Chica&o, III. 
-Any teacher or school in want of Webster's Un-
abridged Dictionary can procure a copy at the low-
est wholesale rate by addressing the publishers of 
the WEEKLY. 
The publisher of the Nn.u Eng-land 'Tournai of 
Education, in 'peakillg of the "good showing" 
made in our anvertising c.,lums of A,ugust 2 I, mi. -
interprets our remark that the advertisements were 
taken at "one-third the usual rates." By "Ihe 
usual rate;" we meant the rates usually charged 
hy publishers for -the same space and circulation. 
These rates were about the >ame as we receive for 
our regular issues, and Mr. Bicknell's inference 
that we reductd our rates for a special edition is 
without foundation. The rates were puhlished be-
forehand in a circular announcement, and strictly 
adlured to. And yet Ihe receipts fell far below the 
expenses, as -the edition was enlarged for the pur-
pose of sending out specimen copies, and not to 
make money out of advertisers, In too many in-
stances advertising rates are simply extortionate. 
Though we knew our rates for Ihe special issue 
were too low, yet we were prevented 'rom making 
tbem higber by the rates previously established by 
Mr. Bicknell in special . d 'tion, published by him. 
. Mr. Bicknell says that the Journal of Educa-
tion has issued several editions not only larger but 
more expensive. Now we await tbe evidence to 
support tbat statement. ""hat wa.' the date of that 
issue? The largest copy of the Journal tbat wc 
hllve seen consisled of 28 pp. When wa.< tbe JOllr-
nal issued that was equivalent to the 20,000 edition, 
of 36 pp. put out in the WEEKLY of Aug. 21? We 
thank Mr. Bicknell for his kind advertisement of 
our enterprise. It will be of much value to us, as 
was the half,page advrrli'ement of his Journal to 
him. which appeared in the special number of the 
WEEKLY, and . the price ,?f which he knew, and 
knew to be no heggaring ','cut" when he penned 
the article in question. He need not be concerned 
about our casting so much bread upon the water. 
We know we're right, and we are going ahead. 
LT C. KOCH &- CO., 
.L7. • ARCHITECTS AND SUPERINTENDENTS. 
School An:hitecturc. Spec;lalty. 
comer Wllconsin St;, and B~waYt 
Pliater. Block. chi MILWAUKEE. WIS. 
~~~~,~o~:;:'s ::!t~e~rk~~~is ~:~ke~!i :~c~~~~deili:~~ 
qualified endorsement o( many o( the best teachers of th 
country, and has already been adopted by about two hUD 
dred o( the most important schools. 
It is a very decided improvement on all other text·book 
on that science . I intend to use it in my classes hereafter. 
G. B . McElroy, Prof. q/' Math. Adria" Coli., Midt. 
lfJ,:he pracllcal results of school~room work shall confirm 
!:~!~~~L:~~F.'G,;t1:.ep~~j: ~:~~e ~~~;~l1ni:.t~nt 
The finest book on Geometry i. WeDtworth's, by Ginn &: 
Healh, Boston. It is in every way a delighL-S , S. Rock 
'Wood, State Normal ScAool, WAitnllater, Wi~. 
ot~re EI:;:~:~hGr:o:~;~ f~~w~~~!tc:.,P·~~~~:e~r~~ 
has upset that notion. It is difficult to make our readers ap 
preciate the book without seemg it, (or here geometrical dem 
onstration is reduced to a fine art. The eye is spared an im 
mense amount o( unnecessary lab6r; reasoning becomes an 
object lesson ; and demonstratior.s are photographed on the 
retina and memory by a scheme o( ingenious typography. 
Chicaro Ev~"i"r :Journal. 
It has just been intrJduced into the (ollowing \Vestern in 
stitution" : 
Beloit College, Wis.; Northwestern Univ., Evant, ton, Ill. 
Griswold College, Davenport, Ja.; Jennings Seminary. 1Il. 
Aurora High School. 111.; Morgan :Park Mil. Acad., Ill ; La: 
fh:~:s(~~~h H~~ooJc;h!~i: l:d'7nHt:~ti~~~: H~~1~h!~i: 
~c~je~;,rt~a~~~~hWf:.~ ~fSsb~~~ooifiihd'~ch~~~Wi:s 
~~~hB~ff~~h Jf:hO~~~I,CMdi~h~a~i~~~~~hho~h!~i: 
Minn .; Slit Lake Academy, Utah. . 
GINN 81; HEATH, Publishers, 
Boston, New York and Chicago. 
HOW TO INTEREST THE 
BOYS and GIRLS. 
THE SCHOLAR'S COlllP ANION 
-
wilJ accomplilh this . Its object is to interest the pupils 10 
:;d c~:~d;s :o~InEe:-~~!:O~I~c~~~;::~:ejj:dM:!t'~nt~iin~ 
spires every boy and J[irl with a desire to be lJett~r and 
6riclt/~r. Every parent will desire to have his children 
take this paper. The leading teachers praISe it with 
warmth that is given to no other papar. Send 50 cents for 
a year; or, if you murt: 10 cents for three months. No 
postal card; it is .too valuable to be given away. 
We want SPECIAL AGIlNTS (or it and will give 6ig /la7; 
One teacher vhited 146 families and took 131 lublcriDers. 
Let f!very teacher Introduce this . 
E. L. LELLOGG & CO., '9 Warren St., New York. 
-
Banks 0' 'he Hudson, New York City. Twenty.Fourth Year. 
FORT WASHINGTON 
FKENCII AND GEKMAN COLLEGE. 
A delightful HOME for far-away students. COMPLETE 
studles; Preparation to all Universities and American Col. 
}:fl~tafo~:.ession begins Sept. 17. Address (or free and 
Prest. ALFRED M. COTTE, A.M., of Paris, 
cae Stanon M .• New York. 
, 
We Want I F,or the Fastest selling useful articles in the market. New and saleable. Send Agent.. I slamp for catalogue. Lowell.to HaY
I
-
1 ., ner, 147 Lasalle street, Chicago. Lcbl 
-
AGENTS WANTED in every town and village in the United States (or the Catholic Subscription' Boob. Ex~ 
elusive territory given. Address 
clc BENZWe~RY~!t°~ity.=-
ffiI.OI •• dll1l.lIl~i ~111 pny Agents a Balnry of ,100 per month and 
ex~>cn8ed or nllow a. large comml881~ to sell our new 
~le ;;::. er~~r~e8UEn:Mlii &00 .. M!r~!ir: Jt:eo 
-
$66 Add~!;nJ.°Hall;~ ~C~ .. ~~~ndn~~~ outfit ~h: 
Drunkenness. -Dr. D'Unger, disco~erer of the cinchona 
cure (or drunkenness, cures all cases. Send (or free pam 
phlet. Palmer House, Cbicago. cpy 
-
RECITATION 
-AND-
Report Card Combz'ned.· 
call1~~ !~ ap:;Js ~~n~~j~: !i~~~~[°t:in~dl~bfi!~!fet~l~:'k 
of the name beforehand, or giving lhe pup,ls any idea of who • 
!Ji to be called on, and at the same time, having the means 
of marking right In one's hand. Each ·class should be rep .. 
resented by ~ pack, and the pacb manbe of dift"c:rent colon. 
~~iba~k~ ~ .!~:~l;~~~ ~~ ~~~!~ts~t~~i~~ ~~~'r l~~ 
Samples sent on r!'l~ t~i~l'iELL It CO., ChIC&110 
